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Training Institute Participants 
 

Photographs of Texas Family Place Libraries ™ 

The Texas State Library and Archives Commission Family Place Libraries™ Project is made 
possible through a grant from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services (2015). 



Family Place Libraries™ is a network of children's  
Librarians nationwide who believe that literacy begins  
at birth and that libraries can help build healthy  
communities by nourishing healthy families. Family  
Place Libraries™ promotes a national model for  
Transforming public libraries into welcoming, 
developmentally appropriate early learning environments for 
very young children, their parents, and caregivers. Based on 
research about the importance of early brain development, 
Family Place Libraries™ supports the essential role of parents 
as first teachers and addresses the physical, social, 
emotional, and cognitive aspects of child development to 
help build a foundation for learning during the critical first 
years of life. By partnering and working with other social, 
health and educational services providers, the Family Place 
model positions libraries as key early childhood and family 
support organizations within the local community. 



 
What does it take to be designated a  
Family Place Library™? 
 
Among the essential components are a  
specially designed space within the children’s  
area; a collection of books, music, toys, multimedia 
materials for children, as well as parents and caregivers; 
offering a five-week parent-child workshop for families; 
conducting outreach to new library users; and having 
library staff trained in family support.  
 
Furthermore, at least one staff member and one 
administrator from any potential Family Place library 
must attend a three-day Family Place Training Institute 
session and must complete additional online training. 
 
www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/trade-shows-events/article/67126-ala-
2015-all-in-the-family.html  
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The Texas State Library Family Place Libraries™  
Project provides funding for two staff members from  
participating Texas libraries to travel to the Middle  
Country Public  Library in New York for the Family  
Place Libraries™ Training Institute on the core  
elements of the program, and 3 years of follow-up  
and support by MCPL staff.  
 
Tuition is funded through a grant from the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services (2015, 2016, 2017). After attending the 
Institute, participating Texas libraries are eligible for a grant of 
$6000 from State funds to develop their Family Place Libraries™ 
program. 
 
Staff from 12 Texas libraries attended the Training Institute in FY 
15 and staff from twenty-four Texas Libraries attended in FY 
2016. Staff from 24 additional Texas libraries will attend in FY 17. 

 



This Progress Report is for the libraries that attended the 
November 2015 and December 2015 Family Place 
Libraries ™ Training Institutes as participants in the Texas 
State Library Family Place Libraries™ Project. The ten 
libraries are: 
 

 
1.   Arlington Public Library, Southeast Branch 
2.   Beaumont Public Library System, Theodore R. Johns Sr. Library   
3.   Bee Cave Public Library 
4.   Buda Public Library  
5.   Burleson Public Library 
6.   Dawson County Public Library 
7.   Houston Public Library, Stimley-Blue Ridge Neighborhood Library 
8.   Midland County Public Library System, Centennial Library 
9.   Round Rock Public Library 
10. Wichita Falls Public Library 

 
 

 



 
Arlington Public Library, 

Southeast Branch 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Arlington, Texas 



Southeast Branch Before Family Place 



Southeast Branch Family Place Play Area 
The children’s play space is very popular, specifically the kitchen space and the dress up 

area. The puppets and blocks are a close second in popularity. 
 

Many children have expressed enjoyment in playing with the toys … They run straight for 
the toys and tend to not want to leave when it is time to go. The parents have also 
complimented the space and have, many times, mentioned how great an opportunity it 
is for their children to interact with others. 



Southeast Branch 
Parent/Child Workshop Postcard 



Southeast Branch 
Parent/Child Workshop Postcard 



Arlington Public Library  
Family Place Web Page 

 http://arlingtonlibrary.org/family-place-libraries/  
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Arlington Public Library  
Community Partners 

  

• Arlington Independent School District 

• Head Start  

• Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts 



 
 

Beaumont Public Library System, 

 Theodore R. Johns Sr. Library 
  
 
 
 
  

Beaumont, Texas 



Theodore R. Johns Sr. Library 
Family Place Area 

“The toys in the Children’s play area are very popular.” 



Theodore R. Johns Sr. Library 
Family Place Area 



 
 

Theodore R. Johns Sr. Library 
Community Partners  

 
 

 

• Buckner Children and Family Services 

• Beaumont Health Department 

• Legacy Community Health 



Bee Cave Public Library 
 
 
 

 

 

Bee Cave, Texas 



Bee Cave Public Library Newsletter 
www.beecavetexas.com/home/showdocument?id=2595  

http://www.beecavetexas.com/home/showdocument?id=2595


Bee Cave Public Library Newsletter 
www.beecavetexas.com/home/showdocument?id=2940  
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Bee Cave Public Library 
Community Partners 

  

 

• Dell Children’s Hospital  

• Registered Dietician 
 

“All around great and positive feedback. Many felt a bit disappointed that 
there wasn't a better opportunity to speak with resource specialists than 
just during the workshop as they found it difficult to keep up with their 
toddler and also ask questions to the RS.” 



 
 

Buda Public Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buda, Texas 



Buda Public Library  
Before Family Place 



Buda Public Library  
After Family Place 



Buda Public Library  
After Family Place 

 The most popular items thus far are definitely the toys! Especially the blocks 

(wooden and cardboard), Duplos, and the play kitchen and play food. 



Buda Public Library  
After Family Place 

 "My daughter loves playing with the new toys. It is a well organized family play 

center for the community.“ 

"Love, Love, Love the addition to the children's area! So fun! Just a great time for my 
little one! May need and maintain a "slobber" protocol?“ 
 
Staff note: We have tried to point out our yucky bucket to more families. 



Buda Public Library  
After Family Place 

 "Thank you so much for the new kids area! It is great for my son to have toys to 
explore and a special space to make the library fun!" 

Verbally, we have received a number of compliments and thanks for the new area. 
Several mothers commented that they were finally able to go find a book for 
themselves since their children were happily occupied in the play area. We have also 
received complaints that the children and their parents are too loud back there. We're 
just trying to balance people's needs and expectations until we can move into a new 
building (hopefully about a year and a half). 



Buda Public Library Brochure 



Buda Public Library  
Parent/Child Workshop Flyer 



Buda Public Library  
Community Partners 

 
• Community Action 

• Head Start 

• Therapy Center of Buda 

• Music Together 



 
Burleson Public Library 

 
 

 

 

Burleson, Texas 



Burleson Public Library 
 The toys and toddler-sized furniture in our Early Childhood Area are constantly 

in use and thoroughly enjoyed by families in the Library. 



Burleson Public Library 
“It is a fun spot for the children to play and spend time with other children.” 

 



Burleson Public Library Brochure 



Burleson Public Library  
Thank You Card 



Burleson Public Library  
Bookmark 



Burleson Public Library  
Press Release 

www.burlesontx.com/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/5844  

 

http://www.burlesontx.com/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/5844


Burleson Public Library  
Community Partners 

 • Green Apple Therapy 

• Cooks Childrens 

• Texas Health 

• Arts Unlimited Southwest 

 

The speech therapist helped one of our young patrons and his 
mom realize that he has a speech delay. She was given 
some information to help and she was grateful. 

The pediatrician loved helping and plans to be back for the 
next Parent-Child Workshop 

All the feedback has been positive, parents and caregivers 
were glad they had attended. 



 
Dawson County Public Library 

 
 
 
 

 

Lamesa, Texas 



Dawson County Public Library 
Family Place Entrance Archway 

 

The play area is very popular! 



Dawson County Public Library 
Imaginary Play: Kitchen Area and Dress Up Closet 

 

 

The kids especially seem to 
like the phones and cooking 
in the kitchen.  



Dawson County Public Library  
Soft Blocks and  Vehicles 

Our soft blocks and "big" 
vehicles are also very popular. 



Dawson County Public Library  
Costume Closet 

“My kids just love coming here!"  
 
"My kids don't want to leave."  
 
"A fun place to visit." "It's so bright 
and cheery."  
 
"What a great thing for the library to 
have!“ 
 

 



Dawson County Public Library  
Yucky Bucket Sign 



Dawson County Public Library  
Community Partners 

  

• WIC 

• South Plains Health District 

• County Extension Office 

• Medical Arts Hospital 



 
Houston Public Library 

 Stimley-Blue Ridge Neighborhood 
Library  

 
 
 
 

Houston, Texas 



 

 

The Stimley-Blue Ridge Branch,  

Houston Public Library,  

is expected to open in December 2016. 



 
 
 

Midland County Public Library 
System, Centennial Library 

 
 
 
 
 

Midland , Texas 



Midland County Public Library 
Before Family Place 

 



Midland County Public Library 
After Family Place 

 

"we really like the downtown library better!! More toys and the kids area is more secluded 
from the rest of the library, so I'm not so stressed if they are a little louder than they should be 
at a library" - Facebook comment from library user 



Midland County Public Library 
Family Place Brochure 



Midland County Public Library 
Family Place Flyer 



Midland County Public Library 
Parent/Child Workshop 

 www.co.midland.tx.us/departments/lib/kids/Documents/September%202016.pdf   

http://www.co.midland.tx.us/departments/lib/kids/Documents/September 2016.pdf


Midland County Public Library  
Parent-Child Workshop 

 www.co.midland.tx.us/departments/lib/kids/Documents/September%202016.pdf  

http://www.co.midland.tx.us/departments/lib/kids/Documents/September 2016.pdf


Midland County Public Library Web Page 
www.co.midland.tx.us/departments/lib/kids/Pages/Family-Place.aspx  
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Midland County Public Library  
Parent-Child Workshop - Facebook 

www.facebook.com/events/1660809337569675/  

https://www.facebook.com/events/1660809337569675/


Midland County Public Library  
Community Partners 

 
• First 5 Permian Basin – Nurse Family Partnership 

• Parents as Teachers 

• Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters 
(HIPPY) 

• Permian Basin Rehab Center 

• Midland Health and Senior Services 

• Permian Basin Breastfeeding Coalition 



 
 

Round Rock Public Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Round Rock, Texas 



Round Rock Public Library  
Before and After 

 Our toy area has been incredibly popular, especially the kitchen, dollhouse, and Legos 
table. Also, our parenting collection is getting used. And the board book shelves are 

not new, but they have been practically empty this summer because of our new area. 



Round Rock Public Library  
Before and After 

 "My granddaughter asks to come here every day." 

Becoming a Family Place library has been so beneficial for our library. We have probably 
tripled the use of the area of the library that now holds the toys and resources. We 
constantly see parents talk to their children while playing and make connections with other 
parents, and everyone is so appreciative. 



Round Rock Public Library  
Before and After 

 A staff member saw a neighborhood Facebook message, "Just discovered a new 

favorite place to play! Round Rock Library has now added a new play area with toys! 
My 2 and 3 year old were so engaged..." 

This grant has been exceptional with the ease of reporting and the follow-up 
communication. The email discussion group and webinars help to know support is within 
reach in our community. I can't think of any suggestions except to point out updates for 
good parenting books and resources as they come out. 



Round Rock Public Library  
Before and After 

 

 One of our public services supervisors stated, "Family Place is the best thing this 
library has done for customer service since putting in self check machines." Others 
have made comments about it being so good for the children and families of the 
community. We have also received concerns about the increased noise level and 
the ongoing cleaning and picking up toys. 



Round Rock Public Library – Announcement 
www.roundrocktexas.gov/news/rrpl-launches-first-phase-family-place-

libraries/  
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Round Rock Public Library Publicity  
Austin American Statesman 

 www.statesman.com/news/news/local/cervantes-the-library-is-a-family-place/nrF2J/   
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Round Rock Public Library 
Community Partners 

 
•Seton Medical 
•Baylor Scott & White 
•Friends of RRPL is helping to pay for toys for the 
workshops 



 
 

Wichita Falls Public Library 
 
 
 
 
 

Wichita Falls, Texas 



Wichita Falls Public Library  
Family Place Parent/Child Workshop 



Wichita Falls Public Library  
 Parent/Child Workshop Play Stations 



Wichita Falls Public Library  
 Parent/Child Workshop Play Stations 



Wichita Falls Public Library 
Parent/Child Workshop Play Stations 



Wichita Falls Public Library  
Parent Resources  



Wichita Falls Public Library  
Flyer for Parent/Child Workshop  



Wichita Falls Public Library  
Registration Form for Parent/Child Workshop  



Wichita Falls Public Library Web Page 
 http://wfpl.net/  

http://wfpl.net/


The Wichita Falls Public Library joins the Family Place Libraries™ Network 

August 17, 2016 • Wichita Falls, Texas • News Release 

 

The Texas State Library and Archives Commission recently provided funding for the Wichita Falls Public Library to 
become part of the Family Place Libraries™ network to address early learning in our community, and to 
provide opportunities for children to enter school ready and able to learn. Expanding the traditional role of 
children's services, Family Place builds on the knowledge that good health, early learning, parental 
involvement, and supportive communities play a critical role in young children's growth and development. 

 

Family Place Libraries™ promotes a national model for transforming public libraries into welcoming, 
developmentally appropriate early learning environments for very young children, their parents, and 
caregivers. Based on research about the importance of early brain development, the Family Place Library 
supports the essential role of parents as first teachers and addresses the physical, social, emotional, and 
cognitive aspects of child development to help build a foundation for learning during the critical first years of 
life. By partnering and working with other social, health and educational services providers, the Family Place 
model positions libraries as key early childhood and family support organizations within the local community. 

 

An early learning area will open at the beginning of September in the Youth Department at the Wichita Falls Public 
Library. Additionally, a five-week long, free program called Play with Purpose will begin in mid-September for 
children ages 3 months-36 months and their adult caregiver. Play with Purpose is designed to give parents a 
special time with their child for playing, reading, and spending interactive quality time together, as well as the 
opportunity to meet new people in an educational and fun environment. Each week, a different community 
professional will be on hand to discuss topics such as early literacy, speech & language, nutrition, child 
development, and movement & music. Two weekly programs will be held simultaneously, and will meet on 
either Monday evening or Thursday morning. Attendance is by registration only, and is going on now. Please 
contact Youth Librarian Celena Bradley at 940.767.0868 x4243 for more information. 

 

This project is made possible by a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services to the Texas State 
Library and Archives Commission under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act. (2016) 

 

To learn more about Family Place Libraries™, visit www.familyplacelibraries.org. Please call Youth Librarian, Celena 
Bradley, at 940.767.0868 x4244 for information about Family Place Libraries™ at the Wichita Falls Public 
Library. 

 

http://www.familyplacelibraries.org/


Wichita Falls Times Record News, Sept. 5, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wichita Falls Public Library Web Page 
 http://wfpl.net/blog/autumn-coming-and-change-air  
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Wichita Falls Public Library 
Community Partners 

 
•Wichita Falls Wichita County Public Health District 
•North Texas Rehabilitation Center 


